
DEATH
with dignity

CHAPTER ONE

FUTURE OF  
the church

A discussion guide for John Dorhauer's

Beyond Resistance: The Institutional

Church Meets the Postmodern World 

Churches of every shape and

size know that something has

changed. We all see it but we

all struggle to name. This

wonderful brief book and

discussion guide invites

reading groups to imagine

a future for their church and

answer the question asked

over and over again in this

book: What is our mission?

MISSIONAL
resources

CHAPTER TWO

Three areas of "deep impact" are offered
in this first chapter, including the
second area: property. It is said that
buildings must serve a clear missional
purpose. What would you say that that
missional purpose is for your church
right now?

For many, the gut reaction to
postmodernism is frustration. What did
you embrace as hopeful about
postmodernism as Dorhauer explains it? 

This chapter concludes with the claimthat
it is a "call to think differently about these
coming deaths" in the church.  How did
this ring true for you?  What in particular
made you think differently?

GRIEVING,
believing, perceiving

CHAPTER THREE

How do these three tasks -- grieving,
believing, and perceiving -- speak to your
own feelings about the pace of change?In
Chapter 3, we learn about the three
critical tasks for the church: grieving,
believing and perceiving. Which of these
do you find to be your main task as a
follower of Jesus?

Dorhauer never defines the word
missional. How do you understand the
term from how he uses it?

What are the gifts and perils of autonomy
for the church?



This chapter focuses on the
authority and authorization of
clergy. In the UCC, however,
clergy are not where power lies
but instead with the laity. What
are the implications for authority
and authorization as you see it?

The point is made that no power
is given unless it is for the
common good. Do you agree? Do
you believe Church 2.0 as it is
now exists for the common good? 

In the hope of perceiving, we are
invited to see with prophetic
imagination. Where do you see
such hope right now?

How do these three tasks speak to
your own feelings about the pace
of change?

POSTMODERNITY
and authority

CHAPTER FIVE

What merit do the old metrics -- money and
numbers -- bring to Church 2.0 and/or
Church 3.0? When or how do these metrics
help faith communities understand who
they are?

What does this new metric -- the number of
people served -- force us to re-examine?

Is there perhaps a new new metric not
named in this chapter? Is there still another
way to measure "success" in Christian
community?

NEW
metrics

CHAPTER SIX

Sola scriptura defined Church 2.0
as something new. When or how
have you felt a shift away from
sola scripture as Church 3.0
emerges?

We don't yet know what the
foundation of Church 3.0 may be
but the Holy Spriit is suggested.
What is your foundation?

2.0
and 3.0

CHAPTER FOUR

A GROWING
multiplicity

CHAPTER SEVEN

Who was your Dan Arnold?

"It is certainly possible to live as if your
worldview predominates," writes Dorhauer.
If your worldview is not postmodern, how
has this discussion of postmodernism
offered you a different perspective?

This chapter poses a question that we are
left to answer: can we trust the gospel to
outsiders of Church 2.0?

"It is certainly possible to live as if your

worldview predominates, but it is harder

and harder to do that and not collide with

people close to you who have a very

different perspective."           John Dorhauer



What surprised you about the Mount?

What challenged you about the Mount?

What gave you hope after reading
about  the Mount?

What surprised you about Emergent Desert?

What challenged you about Emergent
Desert?

What gave you hope after reading
about  Emergent Desert?

What is the mission of this body? How is it
defined within the community of Emergent
Desert?

The concept of searching for something
sacred is repeated in this chapter. Where or
how do you see that search happening
around you and your church?

No matter how young or how old
you are, what resonances do you feel
with postmodernism?

As you read this last chapter, what
opportunities are you starting to see
that postmoderns can offer Church
2.0?

There are two great questions that
conclude this chapter that are
worthy of conversation but let us
conclude this discussion with a
question that was asked in Chapter 7.
It is a question that addresses both
our hopes and our fears. It demands
we clarify the mission of each
church. That question is: will the
gospel die with us? What do you
think?

THE MOUNT
CHAPTER NINE

THE EMERGENT
desert

CHAPTER TEN

WHAT, THEN, ARE
we to say about these things?

CHAPTER ELEVEN

REIMAGINE
CHAPTER EIGHT

What surprised you about Reimagine?

What challenged you about Reimagine?

What gave you hope after reading about
Reimagine?

This guide was prepared for St. Peter

United Church of Christ in Knauertown,

Pennsylvania by the Rev. Elsa Anders

Peters. It is designed for use within

congregations of all shapes and sizes,

even in denominations beyond the

United Church of Christ. It is available for

free download at cookingwithelsa.org.  


